
PRESENTS A 3-DAY YOUTH CONFERENCE ON MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS): YOUTHS ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION.

TARGET AUDIENCE:

Presidents, Project Managers and Secretaries of Registered Youth Groups in Akwa Ibom State. Youths working with/for Youth-led initiatives

AIMS:

The aim of this conference is to get Akwa Ibom Youths familiar with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) and getting them exposed to basic ICT skills in that process to aid collaboration, networking and sustainable youth-led initiatives for a better future.

OBJECTIVES:

The main objective of this conference is to raise awareness about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS), provide space for youth to express their views and share experiences related to MDGs issues, enable young people to interact with their leaders, and facilitate networking between youth groups to crystallize new projects.

BACKGROUND:

In April 2004, the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development held its annual meeting at the UN headquarters in New York. The Commission met to review the progress towards sustainable development and then to make recommendations on how progress can be made quicker and better. When the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) were announced, not enough people knew about them. On that ground, campaigns, seminars and peer education activities are helping to educate young people. This conference will provide case studies, research on the impact of the Goals on young people, propose and highlights on solutions in our local communities. Public speaking about Goals, on-line discussion forums and special events, including those organized by African Youths Enlightenment Society (A.Y.E.S) will help to educate the public.

Young people often feel they cannot contribute to policy process. While it is extremely difficult, there are some examples that will help them change their minds. This conference is one! In 2002, UN Secretary-General Koffi Annan invited a large group of development experts to form the Millennium Project with an obligation to devise strategies for achieving the MDGs. Headed by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, a well-known economist at Columbia University in New York, the Millennium Project set out to create action plan for how the MDGs can be achieved. On January 17, 2005, the Millennium Project report was released, and it concluded that is is possible to achieve the MDGs by 2015, but not if we continue on today's path.

Young people have a special interest in seeing the recommendation of the report transformed into real action. By 2015, many of us will be adults with families and children, and the action of Nigerian leaders in the next couple of years will do much to determine how Nigeria will look like in 10 years. So, how can we as young people get involved with MDGs? This conference will help Akwa Ibom youths answers for themselves! Before Akwa Ibom youths can answer these questions, it is really necessary for them to understand the concepts of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This conference will enlighten Akwa Ibom youths the more on how best they can get involved in the MDGs.

METHODOLOGY:

Every participant to the conference will have to apply. Application forms can either be downloaded on the Internet or through a physical address. On due screening, participants will be invited and notified on time for early preparations. The conference will kick-start following the line up of programmes which will include paper presentations, talk shows, comic relief, Art and Crafts exhibition, group discussions, Questions and Answers sessions and lots more.

African Youths Enlightenment Society (A.Y.E.S) will be working in partnership with NYSC members serving in all the Local Governments across the state working also on Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) who will serve as supervisors the MDGs clubs to be inaugurated at the end of the conference. Each MDGs Club is formed with an obligation to research on the impact of MDGs on young people in local communities across the state, create awareness on MDGs, educate young people to actively participate or contribute to Policy processes thus, increasing youths access and participation.

To sustain this initiative, African Youths Enlightenment Society (A.Y.E.S) will establish a follow-up strategy by training group leaders and other volunteers for a period of six(6) months on latest development, basic ICT skills, Advocacy and Awareness, Youths and conflict, Sustainability development, youth policies, partnerships with cities and local authorities, youth financing, best practices and mentorship etc.

This initiative will provide a long-lasting and effective dividend towards meeting the MDGs through building social capital for development to 2015 and beyond.

MAJOR CONCEPTS:

This conference will be divided into three parts.

1.
The first part will outline how youths are involved in decision-making processes in government bodies and civil society organizations. The level of participation ranges from effective to non-existent.

2.
The second part will go into detail on each Goal and will describe how young people are affected by the Goal, how young people are already contributing to the Goals, and what can be done to increase youth access and participation in achieving the Goals. Concrete suggestions for how Ministries, States, National and International institutions can get more young people involved will also be researched.

3.
The third and final part of the conference will contain general recommendation and focuses on how young people can get involved with the Goals through raising awareness, taking part in policy decisions, taking action, networking and collaboration. Group activities will also be carried out.

CONFERENCE REPORTS:

Reports of this conference will outline how young people can be included and empowered as part of the strategies Akwa Ibom State Government are creating for the achievement of the MDGs. It will also be used as a lobby tool and guide for programmatic action, but ultimately, it is to call all arms of the Government and civil societies to create mechanisms for youths to participate in the implementation of the MDGs and take advantage of the work and activities youths are already leading.

REQUIRED ITEMS:

Large Conference Hall, Resources persons, Projector set, Laptop Computer, Conference bags, tags for participants/presenters/A.Y.E.S Ask-Me team/Security, Plain sheets, Long tables (for Panelists),Generating set, 4 Microphones, 2 2-in-1 Speaker Boxes, 1 Amplifier, 1 Stabilizer, Flexible wires (5 yards), Table clothes, CD player, Pens (1/2 packet), Backdrop Banners, Hall decorations, Writing materials

AGREED CONSIDERATIONS:

Target number of participants 93 + 20 volunteers and 7 members of AYES (120 total)

Publicity/Awareness Methods:   Handbills Large sizes (200 copies), small sizes [flyers] (1000 copies) 

PUBLICITY: Radio/TV announcements (Twice a week), flyers/Banners, Word-of-mouth

TARGET DATES FOR CONFERENCE: Friday 7th, Saturday 8th, Sunday 9th December, 2007.

TIME FRAMES:

22ND October, 2007-23rd November, 2007
-
All necessary arrangements   might have been completed.

From Monday 22nd October, 2007 - 3rd November, 2007
-
Arrangement for production of Banners/Flyers/Handbills

5th November, 2007 - 10th November, 2007

-
Publicity Starts

12th November, 2007 
-
Entry Opens (Application forms obtainable from today)

23rd November, 2007



-
Entry closes 

24th-28th Novermber, 2007
-
Screening processes for all applications

29th November, 2007 - 1st December, 2007
-
Notification to all successful applicants

7th, 8th and 9th December, 2007
-
Conference proper

